TO:

Acting General President, IBT

FROM:

Members of the Independent Review Board

RE:

Proposed Charges against Joint Council 25 Representative
Dennis McNamara

DATE:

April 13, 1998

I.

RECOMMENDATION

The Independent Review Board ("IRB") recommends to the
Acting General President, International Brotherhood of Teamsters,
that Dennis McNamara ("McNamara"), a Joint Council 25 employee and
a Local 714 member, be charged with failing to cooperate with the
IRB during his February 26, 1998, sworn examination.

In that

examination he falsely denied making threats of physical harm to
Local 714 members at a February 2, 1998, meeting at the Local 714
union hall.*
meeting,

At least six Local 714 members present at this

including

Local

714

business

agent

Joseph

Martucci

("Martucci") who chaired the meeting, testified that McNamara made
threats

of

physical

injury

toward

other

Local

714

members.

Accordingly, it appears that McNamara violated Article II, Section
2(a) and Article XIX, Section 7(b) (1), (2) and 14(i) of the IBT
Constitution.
II.

INTRODUCTION

On August 8, 1996, based upon an IRB recommendation
Local 714 was placed in trusteeship.
is John Metz ("Metz").

The IBT Trustee of Local 714

In or about January 1998, Metz announced

* It appears that the Local 714 Trustee may be a potential
witness regarding these proposed charges and McNamara is an
employee of the Joint Council.
Thus per Article XIX, section
(5)(a) the General Executive Board shall have jurisdiction.

that there would be a nomination meeting for Local 714 officers on
February 15, 1998. (Ex. 1)
After this announcement, in January 1998 seventeen Local
714 members traveled to Washington, D.C. to reguest of members of
the IBT General Executive Board ("GEB") that the trusteeship be
extended and the scheduled nomination meeting be cancelled.

The

GEB decided that the trusteeship over Local 714 would be extended
and the nomination meeting was cancelled. (Ex. 4 at 34; Ex. 8 at
69)
On February 2, 1998, a meeting was held at the Local 714
offices.

Business agent Martucci chaired the meeting.

At this

meeting, McNamara, who is a member of Local 714 and an employee of
Joint Council 25 in Chicago, made statements urging members to
cause serious physical injury toward the Local 714 members who had
traveled to Washington.

As detailed below, McNamara's statements

were heard by the chairman of the meeting, Martucci, Local 714
business agents Genaro Rodriguez ("Rodriguez") and John Gilmore
("Gilmore") and three Local 714 members who attended the meeting,
including two individuals who had traveled to Washington.
In response to a reported shooting incident on February
10, 1998, at the Local 714 office at McCormick Place, the Chief
Investigator began an investigation.

As described below, when

questioned during his sworn examination about his statements at the
February 2, 1998, membership meeting, McNamara denied making such
statements.

Accordingly,

it appears that McNamara

failed to

cooperate

with

the

IRB when

he

testified

falsely

about

the

statements he made at the February 2, 1998 membership meeting.
III. INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS
A.

Background

Upon the imposition of the trusteeship, the IBT removed
Local 714's Executive Board.

The IBT Trustee retained Martucci,

who had been a business agent and the Local's Organizing Director,
and Rodriguez, who had been a business agent and the Political
Director

of

the

Local,

as

business

agents.

Prior

to

the

trusteeship, the principal officer of Local 714 was William Hogan,
Jr.

From October 1993 until his resignation in January 1997,

William Hogan, Jr., was also the principal officer of Joint Council
25. (Ex. 2)
In or about 1994, William Hogan, Jr., hired McNamara, a
former Chicago police officer, to work for Joint Council 25. (Ex.
3 at 4)

McNamara worked as William Hogan, Jr.'s driver. (Ex. 3 at

11; Ex. 4 at 18; Ex. 5 at 37; Ex. 6 at 14)

In 1993, McNamara, who

had worked in the Local's trade show and movie division part-time
while he was a police officer, became a member of Local 714. (Ex.
7 at 3)
In October 1997, a meeting of the members in the Local's
trade show and movie division was held at the union hall to
introduce the new Chief Steward, Chris Gunnels ("Gunnels"). (Ex. 4
at 17; Ex. 8 at 61-62)^

McNamara, who was a full-time Joint

^ Gunnels replaced Michael Hardy, who had been Chief Steward
before the trusteeship, as the Chief Steward. (Ex. 4 at 17; Ex. 8
at 17)

Council 25 employee and not listed on the Local 714 seniority list
of members in the trade show and movie division, attempted to
attend

this meeting.

(Ex.

4 at

16)

Local

714 member

Greg

Zebrauskas ("Zebrauskas") was responsible for ensuring that only
members on the trade show and movie division seniority list were
permitted to attend the meeting. (Ex. 4 at 15-17) At this meeting,
Zebrauskas told McNamara that since he was not on the seniority
list he could not attend the meeting. (Ex. 4 at 16)

Zebrauskas

testified that McNamara became irate about being denied admission
to the meeting and stated "You don't know who you're fucking with.
Now you're fucking with the wrong guy.

Wait and see what is going

to happen to you, you punk motherfucker." (Ex. 4 at 16)

According

to Zebrauskas, after another member walked to the door, McNamara
left. (Ex. 4 at 16-17)

Gunnels testified that he was present at

this meeting and he observed McNamara threaten Zebrauskas and state
"You are nobody.

Wait until this is all over." (Ex. 8 at 60-62)

McNamara acknowledged he was denied entrance to a Local 714 meeting
but denied making the comments to Zebrauskas. (Ex. 3 at 13-14)
B.

Events in January 1998

In or about January 1998, Trustee Metz announced his
intention to hold a nomination meeting to be held on February 15,
1998, in preparation of an election of Local 714 officers. (Ex. l)
After this announcement, seventeen Local 714 members traveled to
IBT headquarters in Washington, DC, to object to the planned
nominations meeting and the end of the trusteeship.
35; Ex. 8 at 65-67)

(Ex. 4 at 34-

This trip to Washington was timed to coincide

with a meeting of the IBT's GEB.

(Ex. 4 at 66-67) The members who

traveled to IBT headquarters included Zebrauskas, Patrick Hogan, a
cousin of Local 714's former principal officer William Hogan, Jr.,
and Robert Joncek ("Joncek").

As discussed below, Patrick Hogan

and Joncek both attended the February 2, 1998, membership meeting.
(Ex. 9 at 8, 43)
C.

February 2, 1998 Meeting at Local 714

On February 2, 1998, a membership meeting was held at the
Local 714 hall. (Ex. 5 at 33)^ Martucci, who chaired the meeting,
stated that former Assistant Trustee Charlie Teas scheduled this
meeting as well as other monthly membership meetings to be held on
the first Monday of each month. (Ex. 5 at 33-34)
Business agent Martucci chaired the meeting which began
at approximately 7:00 p.m.. (Ex. 5 at 32, 34)*
minutes kept of this meeting. (Ex. 5 at 36)^

There were no

Martucci testified

that at this meeting McNamara
was recognized, stood up, and made a comment
in reference to individuals who he had the
opinion of being scumbags or words to that
effect; making comments in reference to bodily
injury, bodily harm.

^ Martucci testified that the meeting was for all members
except public sector employees. (Ex. 5 at 33)
* Martucci testified that the purpose of the meeting was to
bring members up to date regarding organizing, political activity
and negotiations. (Ex. 5 at 36-37)
^ Section 10 of the Local 714 Bylaws provides that the Local's
Recording Secretary shall take minutes of all membership meetings.

(Ex. 5 at 38)

Martucci testified that McNamara stated "its not

time to slash tires, it's time to do bodily harm to individuals
who, in his opinion, were scumbags."

(Ex. 5 at 38)

Martucci

testified that he asked McNamara, ''do you realize what you're
saying." (Ex. 5 at 38) Martucci testified that McNamara responded,
"yeah, and I'll say it again."

(Ex. 5 at 38)

Martucci also

testified that he believed that McNamara called the Local members
who went to Washington "scumbags." (Ex. 5 at 38-39)
In addition

to Martucci,

Local

714

business

agents

Rodriguez and Gilmore also attended the February 2, 1998, meeting.
Rodriguez testified that McNamara stated,
this is a bunch of great guys, besides the
police department.
And then went on about
scumbags that went to Washington.
It's not
time to break their windows or slash their
tires. Now it's time to break their legs or
something like that.
(Ex. 10 at 29)

Local 714 business agent Gilmore also testified

that McNamara made statements threatening bodily harm. (Ex. 11 at
12)

Gilmore also testified that in response to Martucci telling

McNamara he should not make such statements, McNamara responded,
"that he has nothing to hide and that he would repeat it anywhere,
at any time, something to that effect." (Ex. 11 at 13)
Patrick Hogan, who traveled to IBT headquarters, attended
the February 2, 1998, meeting. (Ex. 9 at 43)

He testified that at

that meeting McNamara stated,
I just want everybody here to know that I've
never been surrounded by a better bunch of
guys outside of the Chicago Police Department.

And I want you to know those scumbags that
went to Washington, D.C. their minions are
among us and, you know, we shouldn't deal with
them anymore by slashing their tires and
breaking their windows on their cars. Now it's
time for physical and bodily action, bodily
harm.
(Ex. 9 at 41-42)

Patrick Hogan further testified that,

He [McNamara] says, 'What we got to do now',
he says, 'Now is the time to take physical
action and go after them and make them limp
like they do in the joint.' Then he started
walking like he was limping with his right
leg. Then the joint just went up for a free
for all. Everybody was clapping and yelling,
and that was like the— I felt at that point
that now we've hit complete bottom.
(Ex. 9 at 41-42)

Patrick Hogan testified that Martucci said to

McNamara, "Dennis, do you understand what you're saying here?" (Ex.
9 at 42)

Patrick Hogan testified that McNamara responded "You're

fucking right I do and I'll repeat it again."

(Ex. 9 at 42)

Patrick Hogan further testified,
as far as I was concerned, at that point I
wanted to get out of that union hall as quick
as I possibly could, because I know those
threats were directed directly at me and Bob
Joncek because the threats were directed at
the guys who went to Washington, D.C. and he
said point blank. 'Their minions are among us.
Their spies are here. There is a couple of
them in this room right now as I speak.'
Me and Bob Joncek were sitting within three to
four feet away from Dennis McNamara, and the
crowd was in a frenzy after Dennis made his
speech. You could here a pin drop while he was
talking. When he was done, the room was going
crazy.
(Ex. 9 at 43-44)
Joncek testified that he attended the February 2, 1998,
meeting and McNamara

stood up and said 'I have been a member of
this local for three years, and I have never
known a greater bunch of guys outside of the
Chicago Police Department.
We know their
minions are among us, you know, those scumbags
that went to Washington, D.C.' He didn't say
D.C. He said Washington. 'Now is not the time
to slash their tires or break their windows.
Now is the time to do bodily harm. You know
what I mean, make them limp like they do in
the joint. You know they are spies. They are
here now,' at which time Martucci stood up.
Again during all this speech that this guy was
making, Martucci never pounded him out of
order. He just let him go on until he finished
and then when he finished he stood up and he
asked him, 'Dennis, do you know what you're
saying?' His reply was, 'You're fucking right
I do, and I'll say it again.' That was
basically what McNamara said.
(Ex. 12 at 14-15)
Another Local 714 member, Vincent Amatore ("Amatore"),
who also attended the February 2, 1998, meeting, testified that
McNamara stated:
"I've been a Teamster now for three years. I
have never met a nicer bunch of guys other
than the police department guys.
Their
minions are among us, you know, the guys that
went to Washington, D.C."
(Ex. 6 at 5-6, 20-21)

Amatore testified that he believed that the

two members McNamara referred to as "minions" were Patrick Hogan
and Joncek because they were the only two members that had gone to
Washington. (Ex. 6 at 21)

Amatore testified that McNamara, "was

probably delivering the message to them, this is how I took it."
(Ex. 6 at 21)

Amatore recalled McNamara stating,

"Now is the time to get physical. Now is not
the time to slash their tires and fuck with
their cars." . . . "You got to get physical
8

like they do in the joint, you know, make them
limp."
(Ex. 6 at 21)

Amatore testified

that he was infuriated by

McNamara's statement explaining "who is this guy that comes into
our union hall and advocates violence by members against members?"
(Ex. 6 at 22)

He recalled Martucci asked McNamara "Dennis do you

understand what you're saying?

Do you know what you're saying?

There could be someone here taking minutes."

McNamara replied

"You're damn right I know what I'm saying, and I'll say it again in
front of anybody." (Ex. 6 at 23)
Ten days after McNamara's statements advocating violence
at the February 2, 1998, meeting, a masked individual fired a shot
from a handgun in the office of Chief Steward Gunnels at McCormick
Place and told Gunnels, who is from New Jersey, to leave Chicago.
(Ex. 8 at 79-80)
D.

Gunnels has resigned as the Chief Steward.

McNamara's False Testimony

On February 26, 1998, McNamara's sworn examination was
conducted and he was represented by counsel. (Ex. 3)

McNamara

acknowledged that he attended the February 2, 1998, meeting and
spoke at the meeting. (Ex. 3 at 25) With respect to his statements
at the February 2, 1998, meeting, McNamara responded as follows to
the following questions:
Q.

Did you make any statements at the
meeting addressing the people who were
present at the meeting?

A.

Yes. That we should dispense with
this division. We should get our act
together. We are at each other... .

Did you make at the [sic] comments
at
the
meeting
regarding
the
individual [sic] who had gone to
Washington in January 1998?
Not that I recall. If I did, I just
heard bits and pieces.
Did you indicate something to the effect that
it was not time to slash their tires or break
their windows, but that bodily harm should be
done to the people who had gone to Washington?
A.

No.

Q.

Did you mention
slashing tires?

anything

about

I mentioned the fact that we should
stop slashing the tires. That they
had gotten us against each other
since the trusteeship; that this
local is falling apart, It ran well
before.
Nobody was at each other
like they are today.

Q.

Did you ever indicate at the meeting
at the union hall, the February 2,
1998 meeting, that the people who
had gone to Washington, people
should make them limp?

A.

I think you asked that question, and
I answered that question, no.

(Ex. 3 at 27-30)
IV.

PROPOSED CHARGE

Based upon the foregoing, it is recommended that Dennis
McNamara be charged as follows:
While a member of Local 714 and the IBT and an employee
of Joint Council 25, you brought reproach upon the IBT in violation
of Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Sections 7(b)(1) and
14(i) of the IBT Constitution, to wit:
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EXHIBITS REGARDING DENNIS MCNAMARA

Announcement of Nomination Meeting
Joint Council 25 Minutes of January 28, 1997 Meeting
Sworn Examination of Dennis McNamara dated February 26,
1998
Sworn Examination of Gregory Zebrauskas dated February
25, 1998
Sworn Examination of Joseph Martucci dated February 26,
1998
Sworn Examination of Vince Amatore dated February 24,
1998
Sworn Examination of Dennis McNamara dated April 19,
1996
Sworn Examination of Christopher Gunnels dated March 6,
1998
Sworn Examination of Patrick Hogan dated February 24,
1998
Sworn Examination of Genaro Rodriguez dated February 26,
1998
Sworn Examination of John Gilmore, Jr. dated February 26,
1998
Sworn Examination of Robert Joneck dated February 24,
1998

INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD
444 North Capitol St., NW, Suite 528
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 434-8080
Facsimile (202) 434-8084
Corruption Hotline (800) CALL IRB
Chief Investigator:
Charles M. Carberry, Esq.
17 Battery Place, Suite 331
New York, NY 10004

Board Members:
Grant Crandall, Esq.
Crandall, Pyles & Haviland
1021 Quarrier Street
Charleston, WV 25301
Frederick B. Lacey, Esq.
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae
One Riverfront Plaza
Newark, NJ 07102-5490

Administrator:
John J. Cronin, Jr.

September 10, 1998

WilliamH. Webster, Esq.

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCioy
1825 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006

Mr. Tom Sever
Acting General President, IBT
25 Louisiana Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Re:

Decision on Charges against Joint Council 25
Representative and Local 714 Member
Dennis McNamara

Dear Mr. Sever:
The Independent Review Board has reviewed your decision of
September 8, 1998, in the above captioned matter, and finds the
decision to be not inadeguate.
Very truly yours,
Members of the

By:

cc:

David L. Neigus, Esq.
Charles Carberry, Esq.
Trustee, Local 714
President, Joint Council 25

Pursuant to the Consent Order of the United States District Court, S.D.N.Y.
United States -v- International Brotherhood of Teamsters 88 CIV 4486 (DNE)

^ " .v

) NTE RN A T t O N
B R O T H E R H O O D

OF

AL

TEAMSTERS

AFL-CIO

OFFICE O F

TOM SEVER
GENERAL SECRETARY-fREASURER

September 9, 1998

Mr. Dennis McNamara
4443 North Major Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
Re:

Charges Against Dennis McNamara

Dear Sir and Brother:
Enclosed is my decision on the charges against you referred to
Local 714 Trustee by the Independent Review Board ("IRB"). Also
enclosed is a copy of the findings and recommendations of the
hearing panel.
Fraternally yours,

Tom Sever
Acting General President
TS/dnb
Enclosures
cc:
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Donald S. Scott
Stuart B. Mundy
Randy Atkins
John Metz
Local 714 Executive Board
Joint Council 25
Independent Review Board

L O U I S I A N A

A V E N U E ,
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS
IN THE MATTER OF:
CHARGES OF LOCAL 714 TRUSTEE,
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF
TEAMSTERS

DECISION

- Against DENNIS McNAMARA

Having reviewed and duly considered the hearing record and the
findings and recommendations of the Article XIX Hearing Panel, I
hereby issue the following decision on the proposed charges against
Dennis McNamara referred by the Independent Review Board ("IRB") to
the Trustee of Local 714.

A hearing on the proposed charges was

held on June 18, 1998, before a panel consisting of Chairman Donald
S. Scott, Stuart B. Mundy and Randy Atkins.

The Hearing Panel

transmitted its findings and recommendations t o m e by letter dated
August 20, 1998.

A copy of the Hearing Panel's Findings and

Recommendations is appended to this decision.
I concur with the findings set forth in the Hearing Panel's
report and I adopt them in their entirety. The hearing panel found
that Brother McNamara brought reproach on the IBT by failing to
cooperate

with

the

IRB

during

his

February

26,

1998

sworn

examination when he testified falsely about his statements during
a February 2, 1998 Local 714 membership meeting.

Three Local 714

business agents and three Local 714 members testified to the IRB
that McNamara referred to certain Local 714 members as "scumbags"
who should be physically harmed at the February 2nd membership
meeting.

Brother Martucci, a business agent who chaired the

meeting, asked Brother McNamara at the meeting if he knew what he
was saying to which he replied, "You're fucking right I do, and
I'll say it again."
At his sworn examination before the IRB, Brother McNamara
denied

making

any

statements threatening

February 2nd meeting.

bodily harm

At the hearing on these charges Brother

McNamara again denied making those statements.
testified

on

at the

McNamara's

behalf

that

he

did

Brother Martucci
not

McNamara's statements at the meeting to be threats.

understand
In addition,

Brother Genero Rodriquez testified at the hearing that he did not
hear Brother McNamara say those things that he had previously told
the IRB at his sworn examination that he had heard.

The Hearing

Panel found that Brother Rodriquez's changed testimony was not
credible.
The Hearing Panel found that Brother McNamara provided the IRB
with false information at his sworn examination.

The Panel also

found

ameliorate his

that given the

opportunity

to

cure

or

wrongdoing by testifying honestly at the hearing on the charges,
Brother McNamara

lied again.

Accordingly, the Hearing Panel

recommended that Brother McNamara be permanently barred from the
membership in the IBT and employment with the IBT or any of its
affiliates.
I also concur with the Hearing Panel's recommendation as
to

the

appropriate

sanction

for

Brother

McNamara's

conduct.

Accordingly, Brother Dennis McNamara is permanently barred from
membership in the IBT, and is permanently barred from receiving any
- 2 -

salary or compensation, directly or indirectly, from the IBT or any
IBT affiliated entity, except for fully vested pension benefits.

Tom Sever
Acting General President
Dated:

September 8, 1998
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