To:

Members of Local 802 Executive Board

From:

Members of the Independent Review Board

Re:

Proposed Charges Against Former Local 138
President John Georgopoulos

Date:

April 15, 1997

I.

RECOMMENDATION

The Independent Review Board ("IRB") refers the below
report to the Local 802 Executive Board, into which Local 138
merged effective May 1, 1996, for the purpose of initiating
charges against John Georgopoulos ("Georgopoulos"), the former
President of Local 138, for bringing reproach upon the IBT by
conspiring with other Local 138 officers to receive and receiving
money from employers whose employees were Local 138 members.

On

February 21, 1997, a jury in the Eastern District of New York
found that, between September 1, 1987 and August 31, 1994,
Georgopoulos violated federal law by conspiring to take and
taking money from employers under contract with Local 138.*

By

this conduct, it appears that Georgopoulos brought reproach upon
the IBT and accepted money from employers in violation of Article
II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Section 7(b) (2) and (13) of

* With respect to the conspiracy charge, the jury found that
Georgopoulos violated 29 U.S.C. §186(a)(2) and §186(b)(l) and 18
U.S.C. §371 and 3551 et seq.
With respect to the charge that
Georgopoulos accepted money from employers, the jury found that
Georgopoulos violated 29 U.S.C. §186(a)(2), §186(b)(l) and
§186(d)(2) and 18 U.S.C. §2 and 3551 et sea.
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the IBT Constitution.^
It is also recommended that Georgopoulos be charged
with bringing reproach upon the IBT and failing to cooperate with
the IRB when he testified at his May 23, 1993, sworn examination
that he had not received any money or anything of value from any
employers under contract with Local 138, other than an occasional
flower basket or turkey, when he had received money from Local
138 employers and participated in a conspiracy to take money from
Local 138 employers.

Accordingly, it appears that Georgopoulos

violated Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Section
7(b)(1) and (2) and Section 14(i) of the IBT Constitution.

II.

INTRODUCTION

Local 138 was located in Long Island City, New York.
Effective June 21, 1995, based upon an IRB recommendation, the
IBT General President placed Local 138 in trusteeship.

On May 1,

1996, Local 138 merged with Local 802 which was also located in
^ Article XIX, Section 7 of the IBT Constitution provides in
pertinent part:
(b) The basis for charges against members, officers . .
. for which he . . . shall stand trial shall consist of,
but not be limited to, the following:
*

*

*

(2) Violation of oath of office or the oath of loyalty to
the Local Union and the International;
*

*

*

(13) Accepting money or other things of value from any
employer or any agent of an employer, in violation of
applicable law.
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Long Island City, New York.
In late 1986, Georgopoulos was elected President and
principal officer of Local 138 and he took office on January 1,
1987.

In February 1996, Georgopoulos took a withdrawal card from

Local 138. (Ex. 5)^
On July 16, 1993, the IRB recommended that Georgopoulos
and Local 138 Secretary-Treasurer Paul Auriemma ("Auriemma") be
charged with bringing reproach upon the IBT, violating their
fiduciary duties and embezzlement in connection with a scheme to
defraud the IBT of out-of-work benefits.

As detailed below,

based upon a finding that the charges against Georgopoulos were
proven, the IBT General President suspended Georgopoulos for nine
months from all IBT-affiliated positions including IBT
membership.*
On May 7, 1996, an indictment was filed in United
States District Court for the Eastern District of New York
against Georgopoulos and former Local 138 Vice-President Robert
Skeries ("Skeries") for conspiracy and accepting payoffs from

^
Pursuant to Article XIX, Section 1(g) of the IBT
Constitution, charges may be preferred against a member who has
been issued a withdrawal card.
* The charges against Auriemma were also proven and he was
suspended from all IBT-affiliated positions, including IBT
membership, for one year. As discussed below, on or about April 3,
1995 Georgopoulos and Auriemma filed a complaint against the IBT in
federal court seeking to have the sanctions against them
overturned. On October 8, 1996, District Judge Edelstein granted
summary judgment for the IBT and dismissed Georgopoulos' and
Auriemma's complaint. Georgopoulos' and Auriemma's appeal of this
decision is currently pending in the Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit.
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employers whose employees were members of Local 138 between
September 1, 1987, and August 31, 1994. (Ex. 11)

On February 5,

1997 a two-count superseding indictment was filed which contained
essentially the same charges as the original indictment. (Ex. 2)
As detailed below, on February 21, 1997, after a three-day jury
trial, a jury found Georgopoulos guilty of both counts in the
superseding indictment.^

Georgopoulos is awaiting sentencing.

By participating in a conspiracy to accept and accepting money
from employers under contract with Local 138, it appears that
Georgopoulos violated Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX,
Section 7(b)(2) and (13) of the IBT Constitution.
In addition, by testifying in 1993 that he had not
received any money or anything of value, other than an occasional
turkey or flower basket, from Local 138 employers when he had
received money from Local 138 employers and participated in a
conspiracy to take money from Local 138 employers, it appears
that Georgopoulos violated Article II, Section 2(a) and Article
XIX, Section 7(b)(1) and (2) and Section 14(i) of the IBT
Constitution.
III. INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS
A.

Background

Georgopoulos became a member of Local 138 in
approximately 1972. (Ex. 6 at 4)

Georgopoulos was elected

*
The jury heard evidence against both Skeries and
Georgopoulos; however, the jury was unable to reach a verdict with
respect to Skeries. (Ex. 7)
4

President in late 1986 and took office on January 1, 1987.
6 at 4)

(Ex.

He was reelected President in 1990 and again in 1993.

Georgopoulos continued to serve as President and principal
officer until September 15, 1994, when, as discussed below, based
upon IRB recommended charges, the IBT General President suspended
him from all IBT affiliated positions, including IBT membership,
for nine months. (Ex. 1 and Ex. 8 at 420-21)
On July 16, 1993, the IRB recommended that Georgopoulos
and Auriemma be charged with bringing reproach upon the IBT,
violating their fiduciary duties, engaging in an embezzlement
scheme to defraud the IBT of out-of-work benefits and failing to
require striking members to personally sign the IBT's out-of-work
forms. (Ex. 9)

On April 11, 1994, after a hearing, the IBT

General President issued a decision finding that the charges were
proven and suspending both Georgopoulos and Auriemma from IBT
office for six months.

After its review of the General

President's decision, on July 7, 1994, the IRB found that the
General President's decision regarding Georgopoulos and Auriemma
was inadequate because it did not properly address the IRB's
proposed embezzlement charge.

The IRB further recommended that

an appropriate sanction for Georgopoulos was a suspension from
all IBT-affiliated positions, including IBT membership, for a
period of nine months.^
On August 10, 1994, the IBT General President suspended
** The IRB recommended that an appropriate sanction for
Auriemma was a suspension from all IBT-affiliated positions,
including IBT membership, for a period of one year.
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Georgopoulos for nine months from all IBT positions, including
membership.^
1)

The suspensions began on September 15, 1994. (Ex.

After appealing the General President's decision to the IBT

General Executive Board, on or about April 3, 1995, Georgopoulos
and Auriemma filed a complaint in United States District Court
for the Eastern District of New York seeking to void the
discipline the IBT imposed.
District Judge Edelstein.

This complaint was transferred to
On October 8, 1996, District Judge

Edelstein granted summary judgment for the IBT and dismissed
Georgopoulos' and Auriemma's complaint.

Georgopoulos' and

Auriemma's appeal of District Judge Edelstein's decision is
currently pending in the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.
In early 1995, during the period of his nine-month
suspension from union office and membership, Georgopoulos became
the salaried secretary of the Local 138 Pension Fund.s

After his

nine-month suspension, in approximately June 1995, Georgopoulos
returned to his position as President and principal officer of
Local 138. United States v. IBT, 942 F. Supp. 883, 892 (S.D.N.Y.
1996).

On or about June 21, 1995, based upon an IRB

recommendation, Local 138 was placed in trusteeship.

In February

1996, Georgopoulos took a withdrawal card from Local 138. (Ex. 5)

' Auriemma was suspended for one year from all IBT positions,
including membership.
s While he was President of Local 138, Georgopoulos was also
the unpaid secretary of the Pension Fund. After he was suspended
as President on September 15, 1994, he continued to be the Pension
Fund secretary. In early 1995, the Pension Fund Trustees voted to
pay him $632 a week as the Pension Fund secretary. (Ex. 7 at 6-8)
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B.

Georgopoulos Engaged in a Conspiracy to Accept and
Accepted Money from Employers with Collective
Bargaining Agreements with Local 138

On May 7, 1996, an indictment was filed against
Georgopoulos and former Local 138 officer Robert Skeries in the
Eastern District of New York. (Ex. 11)^

The indictment charged

each defendant with one count of conspiracy and one count of
accepting payoffs from employers.

On February 5, 1997, a

superseding indictment charging essentially the same conduct was
filed against Georgopoulos and Skeries. (Ex. 2)

As set forth in

detail below, during the three-day jury trial, which commenced on
February 11, 1997, a former Local 138 officer testified that he
participated in a conspiracy with Georgopoulos to accept payoffs
from employers of Local 138 members.

In addition, two employers

testified that within the past five years they had made payoffs
to Local 138 officers for Georgopoulos and the other officers.
(Ex. 8 at 198-202, 273-279)
During the trial, former Local 138 Recording Secretary
Patrick Lauer ("Lauer") testified that he was elected to Local

^ On June 21, 1995 the IRB recommended to the Trustee of Local
138 that charges be filed against Local 138 officer Robert Skeries
and former officer Brady Winstead ("Winstead") who were both
Trustees of the Local 138 Pension Fund, for breaching their
fiduciary duties and bringing reproach upon the IBT by allowing
Georgopoulos to serve as the paid Secretary for the Local 138
Pension Fund during Georgopoulos' nine month suspension. (Ex. 3)
Both Skeries and Winstead entered into agreements permanently
resigning from all IBT-affiliated positions including IBT
membership. (Ex. 4) On November 20, 1995, Judge Edelstein approved
both agreements. (Ex. 4)
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138 office along with Georgopoulos in late 1986. (Ex. 8 at 47)*°
Lauer testified that when the newly elected Executive Board took
office on January 1, 1987, the subject of taking money from
employers was discussed. (Ex. 8 at 54)

Lauer recalled that the

officers decided that if anyone offered any of them money, they
would return to the union hall to discuss it, "primarily [with]
John [Georgopoulos], him being the president," and they would
decide how to proceed. (Ex. 8 at 55)"
During his trial testimony, Lauer explained how the
conspiracy to accept payoffs originated.

According to Lauer,

toward the end of October or early November 1987, Skeries, who
was then the Vice President, told Lauer that he had heard rumors
that an employer, Key Food, was going to offer them money. (Ex. 8
at 55-56)

Another member of the Executive Board, former Trustee

Brady Winstead ("Winstead"), also told Lauer that he had heard
that employer Great Gee or Supreme Oil was going to offer him
money. (Ex. 8 at 56)^
Lauer testified that approximately one week later he,
Georgopoulos, Skeries and Winstead met and agreed that if they
Lauer remained a Local 138 officer until March 1988 when he
resigned and returned to his job at White Rose. (Ex. 8 at 76-77)
"
According to Lauer, even prior to the newly elected
Executive Board members taking office, they discussed that if
anyone was approached about a payoff, they would not accept it but
would discuss it as a group and decide how it would be handled.
(Ex. 8 at 53)
^ As noted above, in order to resolve IRB recommended charges
against him, on October 17, 1995 Winstead entered into an agreement
permanently resigning from all IBT-affiliated positions including
IBT membership. (Ex. 4)
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were offered money from an employer, they would accept it and
bring it back to the union hall. (Ex. 8 at 57-58)

They also

agreed that they would not tell Nick Montalvo, Michael Ruscigno
or Paul Auriemma, the other three members of the Executive Board,
for fear they would not go along with the idea. (Ex. 8 at 58)
Lauer testified that shortly after that meeting, at a
time when the holidays were approaching, Skeries and Winstead
told him that they had received payoffs. (Ex. 8 at 59-61)
Skeries told him that "he had got $10,000 from Key Food."^
8 at 59)

First,
(Ex.

Next, Winstead told him that he had received $500 or

$600 from either Great Gee or Supreme Oil, and that he would get
a payoff twice a year. (Ex.

8

at

59-61)^

Lauer testified that in late November or early December
1987, Georgopoulos,
approached me and said listen, I want you to
stop by G. Fried [an employer] and drop some
papers off and you can pick something up. He
gave me the look, you know, and I went how
much? And he went 10, ching-ching.
(Ex. 8 at 61-62)

According to Lauer, he considered Georgopoulos'

gesture indicating ten fingers to mean $10,000. (Ex. 8 at 62)
Lauer testified that he went to G. Fried and picked up an

^
Skeries told Lauer that he had to pay a 15% finder's fee
or "vig" on the $10,000 payoff from Key Food. (Ex. 8 at 59-60)
"
During the trial, Stephen Leffler ("Leffler"), the VicePresident of Supreme Oil, testified that he gave Winstead $200 for
his birthday between three and six months after Winstead was
elected.
(Ex. 8 at 168-171) Leffler also stated that he gave
Winstead $200 at Christmas and another $200 when Winstead went on
vacation each year between 1987 and 1994. (Ex. 8 at 172-174)
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envelope which contained $1,000.

(Ex. 8 at 63-64)

Lauer said he

hid the money at home "until it was time to split it all up."
(Ex. 8 at 65)
During the trial, Alfred Fried ("Fried"), from Local
138 employer G. Fried Carpet, testified that in late 1986 or
early 1987, he met with two Local 138 officials whose names he
could not recall.

However, he recalled one of the officials as

"having a Greek name" which Fried stated "had a poulos at the
end."

(Ex. 8 at 199-200)

Fried testified that during the

meeting he agreed to give them $1,000 around Christmas each year
and another $2,000 every other year upon the signing of the two
year contract as he had done with their predecessors. (Ex. 8 at
198-200, 233)

Fried testified that he did not remember who he

had paid initially but he testified that "in recent years" he had
paid Winstead. (Ex. 8 at 200-201)

Fried said that he made

payments to the union officials so that he "wouldn't have any
problems with the union." (Ex. 8 at 201-202)
During Georgopoulos' trial, Lauer further testified
that in approximately late 1987, Georgopoulos sent Lauer to
another employer, Kolpen Foods, again to drop off documents and
to pick up a package. (Ex. 8 at 65)

Lauer testified that

Georgopoulos was the business agent for Kolpen Foods at that
time.

According to Lauer, Georgopoulos "gave me the look with

the eyes.

It was a pick-up, obviously, and Kolpen would have

something for me."

(Ex. 8 at 65-66)

Lauer testified that when

he went to Kolpen Foods he had the following conversation with
10

the owner, Moe Kolpen,
I said John told me to drop this off and you
would have something for me, and he took
money out and paid me off with some money.
It was a dark office. He threw the money at
me, really embarrassed the hell out of me and
made me look real cheap.
(Ex. 8 at 65-67)^
Lauer also testified that Georgopoulos told him to go
to another one of Georgopoulos' shops, Jidco, and see the owner.
(Ex. 8 at 68)

According to Lauer, Georgopoulos told Lauer that

no payoff had been arranged with Jidco but told Lauer "see what
you can do."

(Ex. 8 at 68)

Lauer testified that he went to

Jidco, met its owner and stated,
we're just making the rounds wishing
everybody a happy holiday, and we just wanted
to keep things the way they always used to
be. I figured that would ring his bell and
he would know what to do then.
(Ex. 8 at 69)

Lauer testified that after this conversation he

arranged to meet Jidco's owner at a nearby diner several days
later.

When they met at the diner, Jidco's owner passed Lauer an

envelope containing $1,000. (Ex. 8 at 68-70)

Lauer testified

that he brought the envelope "back to the union hall" and told
Georgopoulos that he had been given $1,000. (Ex. 8 at 71)
Lauer also testified that one day Georgopoulos came
into the office and appeared to Lauer to be "shaken up."
According to Lauer, Georgopoulos explained that the owner of one
^ Lauer testified that he called Georgopoulos after he picked
up the money from Kolpen and told him that he would not pick money
up from Kolpen again because Kolpen had scared and embarrassed
Lauer. (Ex. 8 at 67-68)
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of his shops gave Georgopoulos money on the sidewalk in front of
a diner where it could have easily been seen. (Ex. 8 at 72)
During the trial Lauer also testified that Skeries and Winstead
both told him that they had received money from employers. (Ex. 8
at 73)
According to Lauer, shortly before the 1987 holidays,
he, Georgopoulos, Skeries and Winstead met at Skeries' house to
split up the money.

Lauer described the meeting as follows:

we all went down to the basement and we told the
stories how we collected our money, what we faced,
and what we experienced, and the funny things
about it, the scary things about it. We had a few
beers and split the money up.
(Ex. 8 at 76)

Lauer said they counted the money, which amounted

to approximately $15,000, and split it evenly, with each officer
receiving $3,700 or $3,800 of the payoff money. (Ex. 8 at 7476)M
Former Local 138 Secretary-Treasurer Robert Cox ("Cox")
also testified during Georgopoulos' trial.

Cox was elected

Secretary-Treasurer in 1993 and was the business agent for
^
In March 1988, Lauer resigned as a Local 138 officer and
went back to driving a truck. (Ex. 8 at 76-77) Anthony Fattoruso
("Fattoruso") replaced Lauer as Recording Secretary. (Ex. 8 at 352)
At the trial Fattoruso testified that during the first Christmas
season he was in office Georgopoulos told him that Local 138
employer Key Food had given Skeries money as a Christmas gift "with
no strings attached" and that Skeries wanted to share this money
with the other members of the Executive Board. (Ex. 8 at 348)
Fattoruso was unsure of the amount of money, but thought that it
was $5,000. (Ex. 8 at 357) According to Fattoruso, Georgopoulos
asked Fattoruso's opinion and Fattoruso stated that he told
Georgopoulos that he should not take the money under any
circumstances. (Ex. 8 at 348-349)
According to Fattoruso,
Georgopoulos made no response, thanked Fattoruso and ended the
meeting. (Ex. 8 at 348-349, 354)
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several shops, including Schaeffer Foods. (Ex. 8 at 288, 290)
Cox testified that approximately two weeks after he took office,
he went to Schaeffer Foods with Georgopoulos and met with its
Chief Executive Officer, Harvey Finkelstein ("Finkelstein").

Cox

testified that Georgopoulos introduced him to Finkelstein and
told Finkelstein that Cox was going to be the new representative
for his company.

According to Cox, at this meeting Finkelstein

repeated several times that he was a good friend of the union.
(Ex. 8 at 291-292)
Cox testified that in 1993 he tried to arrange an
election for a night shift steward at Schaeffer Foods. (Ex. 8 at
292)

According to Cox, Finkelstein called him and screamed that

the union could have only one steward because he paid the union.
(Ex. 8 at 293)

Cox told Finkelstein that he did not know who he

paid but that he would never pay him. (Ex. 8 at 292-293)

Cox

testified that a few minutes after this telephone call,
Georgopoulos came into Cox's office and told him that there could
only be one steward at Schaeffer Foods. (Ex. 8 at 293-294)"
During Georgopoulos' trial, Branch Worsham ("Worsham")
testified that in 1993 he purchased Universal Millbrook, a Local
138 employer, and operated the company until 1996 when it went
out of business. (Ex. 8 at 244-245)

Worsham testified that when

he purchased the business the previous owner,
indicated that in order to keep the union
" Cox testified that he resigned as Secretary-Treasurer after
approximately five months and went back to driving a truck. (Ex. 8
at 308)
13

quiescent and the contract like it was and
none of the employees being involved in a
union situation, that I would give him, the
union man, $500 was the amount that Mr.
Gordon [the prior owner] said would be the
right amount.
(Ex. 8 at 279)

According to Worsham, in March 1993, after he

purchased the business, Winstead came to his company and during
their conversation Winstead stated that he reported to
Georgopoulos.

According to Worsham,

I told him [Winstead] that Mr. Gordon [the prior
owner] had told me that the amount of money he was
getting was $500. Mr. Brady [Winstead] said oh,
no, that's not correct. It's $1500. If I were to
bring $500 back to the people I was reporting to,
they would be on my case. I have to bring back
$1500.
(Ex. 8 at 278)

Worsham testified that when he asked Winstead

"where my money went" Winstead stated "it went back to the people
he [Winstead] reported to in the union." (Ex. 8 at 277-278)
Worsham testified that several weeks later he had another meeting
with Winstead and gave Winstead an envelope containing $1,500.
(Ex. 8 at 279)
On February 21, 1997, a jury found Georgopoulos guilty
of both counts in the indictment for receiving payments from
employers and conspiring with other officers to receive payments
from employers. (Ex. 10)

C.

Georgopoulos is awaiting sentencing.

Georgopoulos's 1993 IRB Sworn Examination

On May 24, 1993, Georgopoulos's sworn examination was
conducted.

During this examination, Georgopoulos testified that

he had never received a Christmas present from any Local 138
14

employer. (Ex. 6 at 5)

In addition, he testified that he never

received any money or anything of value from a Local 138 employer
except an occasional flower basket or a turkey. (Ex. 6 at 5-7)
Georgopoulos also testified that he was not aware of any employer
offering any Local 138 business agent any money or anything of
value. (Ex. 6 at 9)
Furthermore, Georgopoulos testified that he had never
been offered anything of value from anyone associated with
Kolpen. (Ex. 6 at 9)

However, as detailed above, Lauer testified

that in approximately late 1987, Georgopoulos sent him to Kolpen
Foods to drop off documents and to pick up a package. (Ex. 8 at
65-67)

Lauer testified that after he received money from Moe

Kolpen, the owner of Kolpen Foods, Lauer called Georgopoulos and
told him that he would not pick money up from Kolpen again
because Kolpen had scared and embarrassed Lauer. (Ex. 8 at 67-68)

IV.

PROPOSED CHARGES

Based upon the foregoing, it is recommended that John
Georgopoulos be charged as follows:
A.

Charge One

From at least September 1, 1987, to August 31, 1994,
while the President and principal officer of Local 138, you
brought reproach upon the IBT and conspired to accept and
accepted money from employers in violation of federal law,
thereby violating Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX,
Section 7(b)(2) and (13) of the IBT Constitution, to wit:
15

Between September 1, 1987 and August 31, 1994, while an
officer of Local 138, you engaged in a conspiracy with other
Local 138 officers to accept and accepted money from employers
whose employees were members of Local 138.
B.

Charge Two

While a member of the IBT and the President and
principal officer of IBT Local 138, you brought reproach upon the
IBT in violation of Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX,
Section 7(b)(1) and (2) and Section 14(i) of the IBT Constitution
and obstructed, interfered and unreasonably failed to cooperated
with the duties of the Independent Review Board as set forth in
paragraph G of the March 14, 1989 Consent Decree in United States
v. International Brotherhood of Teamsters. 88 Civ. 4486
(S.D.N.Y.), to wit:
During your May 23, 1993, sworn examination you
testified that, with the exception of receiving a flower basket
or turkey, you had not received any money or anything of value
from any Local 138 employers when you had received money from
employers with collective bargaining agreements with Local 138
and participated in a conspiracy to take money from Local 138
employers.

16

EXHIBITS TO REPORT CONCERNING JOHN GEORGOPOULOS

Ex. 1

General President Ron Carey's Decision on Charges
against John Georgopoulos and Paul Auriemma

Ex. 2

Superseding Indictment dated February 5, 1997 against
John Georgopoulos and Robert Skeries

Ex. 3

Charge Report against Robert Skeries and Brady Winstead

Ex. 4

Agreements signed by Robert Skeries and Brady Winstead

Ex. 5

Dues Record of John Georgopoulos

Ex. 6

Sworn Examination of John Georgopoulos dated May 24,
1993

Ex. 7

Sworn Examination of Brady Winstead dated April 4, 1995

Ex. 8

Transcript of Trial of John Georgopoulos and Robert
Skeries for February 11, 12 & 13, 1997

Ex. 9

Charge Report against John Georgopoulos and Paul
Auriemma dated July 16, 1993

Ex. 10

Transcript of Jury Verdict in Trial of John
Georgopoulos and Robert Skeries dated February 21, 1997

Ex. 11

Indictment dated May 7, 1996 against John Georgopoulos
and Robert Skeries
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INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD
444 North Capitol St., NW, Suite 528
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 434-8080
Facsimile (202) 434-8084
Corruption Hotline (800) CALL IRB
Chief Investigator:
Charles M. Carberry, Esq.
17 Battery Place, Suite 331
New York, NY 10004
Administrator:
John J. Cronin, Jr.

July 9, 1997

-

Board Members:
Grant Crandall, Esq.
Crandall, Pyles & Haviland
1021 Quarrier Street
Charleston, WV 25301
Frederick B. Lacey, Esq.
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae
One Riverfront Plaza
Newark, NJ 07102-5490
William H. Webster, Esq.
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy
1825EyeStreet,NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006

Members of Local 802 Executive Board
IBT Local 802
41-20 Crescent Street
Long Island City, NY 11101
Re:

Decision on Charges against Former Local 138
President John Georgopoulos

Dear Members of the Executive Board:
The Independent Review Board has reviewed the Local 802
Executive Board's decision of May 28, 1997, in the above-captioned
matter, and finds the decision to be not inadequate.
Very truly yours,
Members of the

cc:

^

Members of the General Executive Board
Earl V. Brown, Jr., Esq.
David Neigus, Esq.
Pursuant to the Consent Order of the United States District Court, S.D.N.Y.
United States -v- International Brotherhood of Teamsters 88 CIV 4486 (DNE)

Y(ERR' D R i V K S R!M!()
41-20 CRESC^N; 5IREET
LONG ISLAND CtTY, NY. mO!
718-351-27'n

June 24, 1997

Independent Review Board
444 North Capital Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001
Dear Mr. Gentlemen:
Enclosed, please find the original deposition regarding John Georgopoulos
that was held at Local 802 Union Office on May 28, 1997.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the union.

^ -John Gilligan
President
JG/smb

FAX #7'! 8-361-9857
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Bakery Drivers Union Local 802
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Recording Secretary
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International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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1
2

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

3

the hearing of the Executive Board meeting.

4

I will open

We have a full board of the

5

charging party.

6

Local 802, he has been removed from the Board.

7

In his place we have Sal Ciccone, shop steward

8

of Key Food and a member in good standing that

9

has been appointed by myself to sit on this

10

The secretary/treasurer of

trial to make a full board to hear this case.
Charges were filed against John

11
12

Georgopoulos, the ex-president of Local 1308,

13

which has now been taken over by Local 802 and

14

those charges have been filed by the

15

secretary/treasurer of Local 802, Gabriel

16

Carpinelli.
We are here to hear charges and we

17
18

informed Brother John Georgopoulos by

19

registered return receipt mail of the hearing

20

date.

21

letter to Local 802 asking for a postponement

22

of these hearings.

23

He had signed the receipt and has sent a

We sent him a letter on May 21,

24

1997 denying his appeal at the insistence of

25

the charging party, that the trial hearing take
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1
2

place at the designated place, Local 802 on the

3

28th of May at 3:30 p.m.

4

We also are in receipt from Brother

5

John Georgopoulos of a fax on the 28th of May

6

at 12:20 p.m. asking for another postponement

7

and in talking with the charging party, he

8

wishes that the trial take place according to

9

the bylaws of Local 802, Article 16, Section

10

1603 whereby if the party does not appear, the

11

trial shall proceed and it shall be a fair

12

hearing because he has been told to be here at

13

this time.
So now I will turn it over to

14
15

Brother Carpinelli to bring the charges up and

16

he will read the charges and whatever evidence

17

he has to place before us.
MR. CARPINELLI:

18

I have a copy of

19

the charges.

20

can pass them out and give them back to me at

21

the end of the meeting.

22

You could just read them.

You

All right.

I have an exhibit from the Internal

23

Review Board.

I didn't get that many copies

24

and I entered one in evidence and then I have

25

other copies that I could pass around and look
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1
2

at, but the charges are basically a synopsis

3

and this is the court case findings of the

4

court case.

5

There is about fifteen or sixteen

6

pages of the presentation.

7

read them to you.
PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

8

9

If you like, I will

I think you

should read them in to the record.
MR. CARPINELLI:

10

Good morning,

11

members of the executive board.

I am Gabriel

12

Carpinelli, a member of the 1TB and of Local

13

802.

14

of the charges I have filed against Brother

15

John Georgopoulos.

I will be presenting evidence in support

At all times relevant to these

16

17

charges, Brother Georgopoulos was president of

18

Local 138, (subsequently merged into Local 802

19

effective May 1, 1996.)
I ask that I be sworn in so that I

20
21

can give my report and findings under oath as

22

testimony.

23
24
25

(Whereupon, Mr. Carpinelli was
sworn in.)
I am submitting and handing up a
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1
2

book containing Exhibits, to which I will refer

3

during the course of this hearing.

4

Exhibit A is the Proposed Charges

5

against Brother Georgopoulos submitted to the

6

Local 802 Executive Board by the Independent

7

Review Board ("IRB"), dated April 15, 1997.

8

Exhibit B is the volume of Exhibits to the IRB

9

Report, numbered 1-11.

10

These exhibits will be

denoted as "Ex. B."
Local 138 was located in Long

11
12

Island City, New York.

Effective June 21,

13

1995, based upon an IRB recommendation, General

14

President Carey placed Local 138 in

15

trusteeship.

16

with Local 802.

On May 1, 1996, Local 138 meiged

17

In late 1986, Georgopoulos was

18

elected President and principal officer of

19

Local 138 and he took office on January 1,

20

1987.

21

withdrawal card from Local 138 (Ex. B-5).

22

In February 1996, Georgopoulos took a

On July 16, 1993, the IRB

23

recommended that Georgopoulos and Local 138

24

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Auriemma be charged

25

with bringing reproach upon the IBT, violating

PAUL BECKER, CSR., INC.,

(718)

739-8843

7

1
2

their fiduciary duties and embezzlement in

3

connection with a scheme to defraud the IBT of

4

out-of-work benefits.

5

upon a finding that the charges against

6

Georgopoulos were proven, General President

7

Carey suspended Georgopoulos for nine months

8

from all IBT-affiliated positions including IBT

9

membership.

As detailed below, based

10

On May 7, 1996, an indictment was

11

filed in United States District Court for the

12

Eastern District of New York against

13

Georgopoulos and former Local 138

14

Vice-President Robert Skeries for conspiracy

15

and accepting payoffs from employers whose

16

employees were members of Local 138 between

17

September 1, 1987, and August 31, 1994.

18

B-ll).

19

superseding indictment was filed which

20

contained essentially the same charges as the

21

original indictment.

22

below, on February 21, 1997, after a three-day

23

jury trial, a jury found Georgopoulos guilty of

24

both counts in the superseding

25

Georgopoulos is awaiting sentencing.

(Ex.

On February 5, 1997 a two-count
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By

8

1
2

participating in a conspiracy to accept money

3

and accepting money from employers under

4

contract with Local 138, Georgopoulos violated

5

Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX,

6

Section 7 (b) (2) and (13) of the IBT

7

Constitution and Article 16, Section 16.01(a),

8

(c), (d), (i), (j), (n) of the Local 802

9

Constitution and Bylaws.

10

In addition, by testifying in 1993

11

that he had not received any money or anything

12

of value from Local 138 employers when he had

13

received money from Local 138 employers and

14

participated in a conspiracy to take money from

15

Local 138 employers, Georgopoulos violated

16

Article II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX,

17

Section 7(b)(1) and (2) and Section 14(i) cf

18

the IBT Constitution and Article 16, Section

19

16.01 (a), (c), (i), (j), (n) of the Local 802

20

Constitution and Bylaws.
Georgopoulos became a member of

21
22

Local 138 in approximately 1972.

(Ex. B-6 at

23

4).

24

Local 138 in late 1986 and took office on

25

January 1, 1987.

Georgopoulos was elected President of

Id.
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1
2

President in 1990 and again in 1993.

3

Georgopoulos continued to serve as President

4

and principal officer until September 15, 1994,

5

when, as discussed below, based upon IRB

6

recommended charges, the IBT General President

7

suspended him from all IBT affiliated

8

positions, including IBT membership, for nine

9

months.

10

(Exs. B-l, B-8 at 420-21).
On July 16, 1993, the IRB

11

recommended that Georgopoulos and Auriemma be

12

charged with bringing reproach upon the IBT,

13

violating their fiduciary duties, engaging in

14

an embezzlement scheme to defraud the IBT of

15

out-of-work benefits and failing to require

16

striking members to personally sign the IBT's

17

out-of-work forms.

18

1994, after a hearing, General President Carey

19

issued a decision finding that the charges were

20

proven and suspending both Georgopoulos and

21

Auriemma from IBT office for six months.

22

review of the decision, the IRB found that the

23

General President's decision regarding

24

Georgopoulos and Auriemma was inadequate

25

because it did not properly address the IRB's

(Ex. B-9).
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Upon

10

1
2

proposed embezzlement charge.

3

recommended that an appropriate sanction for

4

Georgopoulos was a suspension from all

5

IBT-affiliated positions, including IBT

6

membership, for a period of nine months.

7

The IRB further

On August 10, 1994, General

8

President Carey suspended Georgopoulos for nine

9

months from all IBT positions, including

10

membership.

The suspension began on September

11

15, 1994.

12

General President's decision to the IBT General

13

Executive Board, on or about April 3, 1995,

14

Georgopoulos and Auriemma filed a complaint in

15

United States District Court for the Eastern

16

District of New York seeking to void the

17

discipline.

18

Edelstein granted summary judgment for the IBT

19

and dismissed Georgopoulos' and Auriemma's

20

complaint.

21

of District Judge Edelstein's decision is

22

currently pending in the Court of Appeals for

23

the Second Circuit.

(Ex. B-l).

After appealing the

On October 8, 1996, District Judge

Georgopoulos' and Auriemma's appeal

24

In early 1995, during the period of

25

his nine-month suspension from union office and
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1
2

membership, Georgopoulos became the salaried

3

secretary of the Local 138 Pension Fund.

4

B-7 at 6-8).

5

in approximately June 1995, Georgopoulos

6

returned to his position as President and

7

principal officer of Local 138.

8

v. IBT. 942 F. Supp. 883, 892 (S.D.N.Y.) 1996.

9

On or about June 21, 1995, based upon an IRB

(Ex

After his nine-month suspension,

United States

10

recommendation, Local 138 was placed in

11

trusteeship.

12

took a withdrawal card from Local 138.

13

B-5) .

In February 1996, Georgopoulos
(Ex.

On May 7, 1996, an indictment was

14
15

filed against Georgopoulos and former Local 138

16

Officer Robert Skeries in the Eastern District

17

of New York.

18

charged each defendant with one count of

19

conspiracy and one count of accepting payoffs

20

from employers.

21

superseding indictment charging essentially the

22

same conduct was filed against Georgopoulos and

23

Skeries.

24

below, during the three-day jury trial, which

25

commenced on February 11, 1997, a former Local

(Ex. B-ll).

The indictment

On February 5, 1997, a

(Ex. B-2).
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1
2

138 officer testified that he participated in a

3

conspiracy with Georgopoulos to accept payoffs

4

from employers of Local 138 members.

5

addition, two employers testified that within

6

the past five years they had made payoffs to

7

Local 138 officers for Georgopoulos and the

8

other officers.

In

(Ex. B-8 at 198-202, 273-279).

During the trial, former Local 138

9
10

Recording Secretary Patrick Lauer testified

11

that he was elected to Local 138 office along

12

with Georgopoulos in late 1986.

13

47).1

14

elected Executive Board took office on January

15

1, 1987, the subject of taking money from

16

employers was discussed.

17

Lauer recalled that the officers decided that

18

if anyone offered any of them money, they would

19

return to the union hall to discuss it,

20

"primarily

21

being the president," and they would decide how

22

to proceed.

(Ex. B-8 at

Lauer testified that when the newly

23

(Ex. B-8 at 54).

(with) John (Georgopoulos), him

(Ex. B-8 at 55).
During his trial testimony, Lauer

24

explained how the conspiracy to accept payoffs

25

originated.

According to Lauer, toward the end
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1
2

of October or early November 1987, Skeries, who

3

was then the Vice President, told Lauer that he

4

had heard rumors that an employer, Key Food,

5

was going to offer them money.

6

55-56).

7

former Trustee Brady Winstead also told Lauer

8

that he had heard that employer Great Gee or

9

Supreme Oil was going to offer him money.

10
11

(Ex. B-8 at

Another member of the Executive Board,

(Ex.

B-8 at 56).
Lauer testified that approximately

12

one week later he, Georgopoulos, Skeries and

13

Winstead met and agreed that if they were

14

offered money from an employer, they would

15

accept it and bring it back to the union hall.

16

(Ex. B-8 at 57-58).

17

would not tell Nick Montalvo, Michael Ruscigno

18

or Paul Auriemma, the other three members of

19

the Executive Board, for fear they would not go

20

along with the idea.

They also agreed that they

(Ex. B-8 at 58).

21

Lauer remained a Local 138 officer

22

until March 1988 when he resigned and returned

23

to his job at White Rose.

(Ex. B-8 at 76-77).

24

Lauer testified that shortly after

25

that meeting, at a time when the holidays were
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1
2

approaching, Skeries and Winstead told him that

3

they had received payoffs.

4

First, Skeries told him that "he had got

5

$10,000 from Key Food."

6

Next, Winstead told him that he had received

7

$500 or $600 from either Great Gee or Supreme

8

Oil, and that he would get a payoff twice a

9

year.

(Ex. B-8 at 59-61).

(Ex. B-8 at 59).

(Ex. B-8 at 59-61.)
Lauer testified that in late

10
11

November or early December 1987, Georgopoujos,

12

approached me and said listen, I want you

13

to stop by G. Fried (an employer) and

14

drop some papers off and you can pick

15

something up.

16

know, and I wet how much?

17

10, ching-ching.

He gave me the look, you
And he went

(Ex. B-8 at 61-62).

18

According to

19

Lauer, he considered Georgopoulos' gesture

20

indicating ten fingers to mean $10,000.

21

B-8 at 62).

22

Fried and picked up an envelope which contained

23

$1,000.

24

the money at home "until it was time to split

25

it all up."

(Ex.

Lauer testified that he went to G.

(Ex. B-8 at 63-64).

Lauer said he hid

(Ex. B-8 at 65).
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1
During the trial, Alfred Fried

2

3

from Local 138 employer G. Fried Carpet,

4

testified that in late 1986 or early 1987, he

5

met with two Local 138 officials whose names he

6

could not recall.

7

the officials as "having a greek name" which

8

Fried stated "had a poulos at the end."

9

B-8 at 199-200).

However, he recalled one of

(Ex.

Fried testified that during

10

the meeting he agreed to give them $1,000

11

around Christmas each year and another $2,000

12

every other year upon the signing of the

13

two-year contract as he had done with their

14

predecessors.

15

Fried testified that he did not remember who he

16

had paid initially but he testified that "in

17

recent years" he had paid Winstead.

18

at 200-201).

19

to the union officials so that he "wouldn't

20

have any problems with the union."

21

201-202).

22

(Ex. B-8 at 198-200, 233).

(Ex. B-8

Fried said that he made payments

(Ex. B-8 at

During Georgopoulos' trial, Lauer

23

further testified that in approximately late

24

1987, Georgopoulos sent Lauer to another

25

employer, Kolpen Foods, again to drop off
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1
2

documents and to pick up a package.

(Ex. B-8

3

at 65).

4

the business agent for Kolpen Foods at that

5

time.

6

me the look with the eyes.

7

obviously, and Kolpen would have something for

8

me."

9

when he went to Kolpen Foods he had the

Lauer testified that Georgopoulos was

According to Lauer, Georgopoulos "gave

(Ex. B-8 at 65-66).

It was a pick-up,

Lauer testified that

10

following conversation with the owner, Moe

11

Kolpen,

12

"I said John told me to drop this

13

off and you would have something for me, and he

14

took money out and paid me off with some money.

15

It was a dark office.

16

me, really embarrassed the hell out of me and

17

made me look real cheap."

18

He threw the money at

(Ex. B-8 at 65-67).

Lauer

19

testified that he called Georgopoulos after the

20

picked up the money from Kolpen and told him

21

that he would not pick money up from Kolpen

22

again because Kolpen had scared and embarrassed

23

Lauer.

24
25

(Ex. B-8 at 67-68).
Lauer also testified that

Georgopoulos told him to go to another one of
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1
2

Georgopoulos' shops, Jidco, and see the owner.

3

(Ex. B-8 at 68).

4

Georgopoulos told Lauer that no payoff had been

5

arranged with Jidco but told Lauer "see what

6

you can do."

7

that he went to Jidco, met its owner and

8

stated,

9

According to Lauer,

(Ex. B-8 at 68).

Lauer testified

"we're just making the rounds

10

wishing everybody a happy holiday, and we just

11

wanted to keep things the way they always used

12

to be^

13

he would know what to do then."

I figured that would ring his bell and

14

(Ex. B-8 at 69).

Lauer testified

15

that after this conversation he arranged to

16

meet Jidco's owner at a nearby diner several

17

days later.

18

Jidco's owner passed Lauer an envelope

19

containing $1,000.

20

testified that he brought the envelope "back to

21

the union hall" and told Georgopoulos that he

22

had been given $1,000.

23

When they met at the diner,

(Ex. B-8 at 68-70).

Lauer

(Ex. B-8 at 71).

Lauer also testified that one day

24

Georgopoulos came into the office and

25

appeared to Lauer to be "shaken up."
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1
2

to Lauer, Georgopoulos explained that the owner

3

of one of his shops gave Georgopoulos money on

4

the sidewalk in front of a diner where it could

5

have easily been seen.

6

During the trial Lauer also testified that

7

Skeries and Winstead both told him that they

8

had received money from employers.

9

73) .

(Ex. B-8 at 72).

(Ex. B-8 at

According to Lauer, shortly before

10
11

the 1987 holidays, he, Georgopoulos, Skeries

12

and Winstead met at Skeries' house to split up

13

the money.

14

follows:

15

Lauer described the meeting as

"we all went down to the basement

16

and we told the stories how we collected our

17

money, what we faced, and we experienced, and

18

the funny things about it, the scary things

19

about it.

20

money up."

21

We had a few beers and split the

(Ex. B-8 at 76).

Lauer said they

22

counted the money, which amounted to

23

approximately $15,000, and split it evenly,

24

with each officer receiving $3,700 or $3,800 of

25

the payoff money.

(Ex. B-8 at 74-76).
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19

1
2

March 1988, Lauer resigned as a Local 138

3

Officer and vent back to driving a truck.

4

B-8 at 76-77).

5

Lauer as Recording Secretary.

6

352).

7

during the first Christmas season he was in

8

office Georgopoulos told him that Local 138

9

employer Key Food had given Skeries money as a

(Ex.

Anthony Fattoruso replaced
(Ex. B-8 at

At the trial Fattoruso testified that

10

Christmas gift "with no strings attached" and

11

that Skeries wanted to share this money with

12

the other members of the Executive Board.

13

B-8 at 348).

14

amount of money, but thought that it was

15

$5,000.

16

Fattoruso, Georgopoulos asked Fattoruso's

17

opinion and Fattoruso stated that he told

18

Georgopoulos that he should not take the money

19

under any circumstances.

20

According to Fattoruso, Georgopoulos made no

21

response, thanked Fattoruso and ended the

22

meeting.

23

Fattoruso, Georgopoulos made no response,

24

thanked Fattoruso and ended the meeting.

25

B-8 at 348-349, 354).

(Ex.

Fattoruso was unsure of the

(Ex. B-8 at 357).

According to

(Ex. B-8 at 348-349).

(Ex. B-8 at 348-349).
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20

1
2

Former Local 138

3

Secretary-Treasurer Robert Cox also testified

4

during Georgopoulos' trial.

5

Secretary-Treasurer in 1993 and was the

6

business agent for several shops, including

7

Schaeffer Foods.

8

testified that approximately two weeks after he

9

took office, he went to Schaeffer Foods with

Cox was elected

(Ex. B-8 at 288, 290).

Cox

10

Georgopoulos and met with its Chief Executive

11

Officer, Harvey Finkelstein.

12

that Georgopoulos introduced him to Finkelstein

13

and told Finkelstein that Cox was going to be

14

the new representative for his company.

15

According to Cox, at this meeting Finkelstein

16

repeated several times that he was a good

17

friend of the union.

18

Cox testified

(Ex. B-8 at 291-292).

Cox testified that in 1993 he

19

tried to arrange an election for a night shift

20

steward at Schaeffer Foods.

21

According to Cox, Finkelstein called him in and

22

screamed that the union could have only one

23

steward because he paid the union.

24

293).

25

know who he paid but that he would never pay

(Ex. B-8 at 292).

(Ex. B-8 at

Cox told Finkelstein that he did not
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1
2

him.

(Ex. B-8 at 292-293).

3

a few minutes after this telephone call,

4

Georgopoulos came into Cox's office and told

5

him that there could only be one steward at

6

Schaeffer Foods.

7

Cox testified that

(Ex. B-8 at 293-294).

During Georgopoulos' trial, Branch

8

Worsham testified that in 1993 he purchased

9

Universal Millbrook, a Local 138 employer, and

10

operated the company until 1996 when it went

11

out of business.

12

Worsham testified that when he purchased the

13

business the previous owner:

(Ex. B-8 at 244-245).

14

"indicated that in order to keep

15

the union quiescent and the contract like it

16

was and none of the employees being involved in

17

a union situation, that I would give him, the

18

union man, $500 was the amount that Mr. Gordon

19

(the prior owner) said would be the right

20

amount.

21

(Ex. B-8 at 279).

According to

22

Worsham, in March 1993, after he purchased the

23

business, Winstead came to his company and

24

during their conversation Winstead stated that

25

he reported to Georgopoulos.
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1
2

Worsham,

3

"I told him (Winstead) that Mr.

4

Gordon (the prior owner) had told me that the

5

amount of money he was getting was $500.

6

Brady (Winstead) said oh, no, that's not

7

correct.

8

back to the people I was reporting to, they

9

would be on my case.

It's $1500.

Mr.

If I were to bring $500

I have to bring back

10

$1500." (Ex. B-8 at 278).

11

that when he asked Winstead "where my money

12

went" Winstead stated "it went back to the

13

people he (Winstead) reported to in the union."

14

Worsham testified

(Ex. B-8 at 277-278).

Worsham

15

testified that several weeks later he had

16

another meeting with Winstead and gave Winstead

17

an envelope containing $1,500.

18

279).

19

(Ex. B-8 at

On February 21, 1997, a jury found

20

Georgopoulos guilty of both counts in the

21

indictment for receiving payments from

22

employers and conspiring with other officers to

23

receive payments from employers.

24

Georgopoulos is awaiting sentencing.

25

(Ex. B-10).

On May 24, 1993, Georgopoulos'
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1
2

sworn examination was conducted.

During this

3

examination, Georgopoulos testified that he had

4

never received a Christmas present from any

5

Local 138 employer.

6

addition, he testified that he never received

7

any money or anything of value from a Local 138

8

employer except an occasional flower basket or

9

a turkey.

(Ex. B-6 at 5).

(Ex. B-6 at 5-7).

In

Georgopoulos also

10

testified that he was not aware of any employer

11

offering any Local 138 business agent any money

12

or anything of value.

13

(Ex. B-6 at 9).

Furthermore, Georgopoulos testified

14

that he had never been offered anything of

15

value from anyone associated with Kolpen.

16

B-6 at 9).

17

testified that in approximately late 1987,

18

Georgopoulos sent him to Kolpen Foods to drop

19

off documents and to pick up a package.

20

B-8 at 65-67).

21

received money from Moe Kolpen, the owner of

22

Kolpen Foods, Lauer called Georgopoulos and

23

told him that he would not pick money up from

24

Kolpen again because Kolpen had scared and

25

embarrassed Lauer.

(Ex.

However, as detailed above, Lauer

(Ex.

Lauer testified that after he

(Ex. B-8 at 67-68).
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1
CHARGE ONE

2

3

Bringing reproach upon the IBT and

4

conspiring to accept money from employers in

5

violation of federal lav and Article II,

6

Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Sections 7(b)

7

(1), (2) and (13) of the IBT Constitution and

8

Article 16, Section 16.01 (a), (c), (d), (i),

9

(j), (n) of the Local 802 Constitution and

10

Bylaws by conspiring with other Local 138

11

officers to accept, and actually accepting

12

money from employees were members of Local 138:

13

A.

At all times relevant to

14

these charges, Brother Georgopoulos was

15

President and a member of Local 138

16

(subsequently merged into Local 802 effective

17

May

1,1996);
B.

18

Between September 1, 1987 and

19

August 31, 1994, while an officer of Local 138,

20

Brother Georgopoulos accepted money from

21

employers including, but not limited to, G.

22

Fried and Schaeffer Foods (Exs. B-2, B-8,

23

B-10);

24
25

C.

Between September 1, 1987 and

August 31, 1994 while an officer of Local 138,
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1
2

Brother Georgopoulos engaged in a conspiracy

3

with other officers of Local 138 to accept

4

money from employers (Exs. B-2, B-8, B-10);

5

D.

On February 21, 1997 a

6

federal jury in the Eastern District of New

7

York found Georgopoulos guilty of receiving

8

payments from employers and conspiring with

9

other officers to receive payments from

10

employers in violation of federal law (Ex.

11

B-10);
By engaging in this course of

12

13

conduct, Brother Georgopoulos breached Article

14

II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Sections 7(b)

15

(1), (2) and (13) of the IBT Constitution and

16

Article 16, Section 16.01 (a), (c), (d), (i),

17

(j)t

18

Bylaws.

19
20

(n) of the Local 802 Constitution and

CHARGE TWO
Bringing reproach upon the IBT in

21

violation Article II, Section 2(a) and Article

22

XIX, Sections 7(b) (1) and (2) and Section

23

14(i) of the IBT Constitution and Article 16,

24

Section 16.01 (a), (c), (i), (j), (n) of the

25

Local 802 Constitution and Bylaws by
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1
2

obstructing, interfering and unreasonably

3

failing to cooperate with the duties of the

4

Independent Review Board

5

A.

("IRB"):

At all times relevant to

6

these charges, Brother Georgopoulos was

7

President and a member of Local 138;

8

9

B.

On May 23, 1993, during a

sworn deposition taken as part of an IRB

10

investigation into Local 138, Brother

11

Georgopoulos testified under oath that, with

12

the exception of a flower basket or a turkey,

13

he had never received anything of value from an

14

employer with a collective bargaining agreement

15

with Local 138 (Ex. B-6 at 5-9);

16

C.

Between September 1, 1987 and

17

August 31, 1994 Brother Georgopoulos had in

18

fact on repeated occasions received and/or

19

conspired to receive money from Local 138

20

employers (Ex. B-8);

21

By engaging in this course of

22

conduct, Brother Georgopoulos breached Article

23

II, Section 2(a) and Article XIX, Sections 7(b)

24

(1), (2) and (13) of the IBT Constitution and

25

Article 16, Section 16.01 (a), (c), (d), (i),
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1
2

(j), (n) of the Local 802 Constitution and

3

Bylaws.

4

CONCLUSION

5

I request that the Executive Board

6

sustain this charge and impose the following

7

penalty:

8

9

(1)

Immediately expel Brother

Georgopoulos from membership in Local 802, the

10

International and any affiliate of the

11

International and forever bar him from holding

12

membership or office in or employment with

13

Local 802, the International, any affiliate of

14

the International, or any affiliated employee

15

benefit fund;

16

(2)

Forever bar Brother

17

Georgopoulos from seeking or accepting money or

18

other compensation for any goods or services

19

from Local 802, the International, any

20

affiliate of the International, or any

21

affiliated employee benefit plan, other than

22

the receipt of vested benefits to which he may

23

be lawfully entitled by reason of prior

24

participation in an employee benefit plan.

25

Gabriel Carpinelli.
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1
2

That's my recommendation.

There

3

are exhibits here that you can refer to if you

4

want to look through them.

5

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

All these

6

exhibits are produced here in your statement of

7

facts usually, as far as you know?

8

MR. CARPINELLI:

As far as I know.

9

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

Before Brother

10

Georgopoulos answers any of these charges

11

according to the bylaws under Article 16,

12

Section 16.03, it says in here, "Thereupon, the

13

accused shall be required to stand trial at

14

the time and place designated which shall not

15

be less than ten days from the date of the

16

charges served upon the accused.

17

The accused may appear in person

18

with a representative to answer the charges

19

brought against him.

20

member of this local union to represent him in

21

preparation of his defense.

22

interested party to appear at the time and

23

place designated constitute a waiver of

24

appearance and trial shall proceed regardless

25

of the absence of the party."
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1
2

The party that has been charged has

3

chose not to appear so the trial will continue

4

after the reading of the charges and

5

specifically the charges that have been read by

6

Brother Carpinelli.

7

If there are any questions to be

8

asked of Brother Carpinelli at the present time

9

from the Board members, I would wish that you

10

would do that.

11

question to Brother Carpinelli?

12

Any clarification or any

I will ask him a couple of

13

questions for clarification.

14

that have been presented, the exhibits, are

15

they true copies of what has happened in the

16

Court and at the IRB review?

On the documents

17

MR. CARPINELLI:

18

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

19

these are copies of them and as far as you

20

know, they are accurate and true?

Yes.

21

MR. CARPINELLI:

22

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

The documents,

As far as I know.
I would ask

23

any noninterested party to remove themselves

24

from the room, the charging party and any other

25

people that are not on the Executive Board so

PAUL BECKER, CSR., INC.,

(718)

739-8843

30

1
2

3

we may discuss these charges privately.
(Michael Ruscegno, Gabe Carpinelli

4

and the court reporter left the room at 4:40

5

p.m. and returned at 4:50 p.m.)

6

PRESIDENT GILLIGAN:

The Executive

7

Board vent over the specific articles of the

8

International Constitution in Charge 1 and the

9

charges that were preferred under the Local 802

10

bylaws and in Charge 2, again under the

11

articles in the International Constitution and

12

the Local 802 Constitution, which we have had

13

discussion on and the Executive Board took a

14

vote on the request of the Chairman; that we

15

voted unanimously to accept the conclusion that

16

Brother Carpinelli has proposed and that being

17

that Mr. Georgopoulos immediately be expelled

18

from membership in Local 802, the International

19

and any affiliate of the International and

20

forever bar him from holding membership or

21

office in or employment of Local 802, the

22

International, any affiliate of the

23

International, or any affiliated employee

24

benefit plan.

25

Forever bar Brother Georgopoulos
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1
2

from seeking or accepting money or other

3

compensation for any goods or services from

4

Local 802, the International and any affiliate

5

of the International, or any affiliated

6

employee benefit plan other than the receipt of

7

vested benefits to which he may be lawfully

8

entitled by reason of prior participation in an

9

employee benefit plan.
Again, that recommendation from the

10
11

Board has unanimously been voted upon and that

12

would conclude this hearing.
(Whereupon, At 4:55 p.m., Executive

13
14

Board Meeting of Local Union 802 was

15

concluded.)

16

17
18

19
20
21
22

23
24
25
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1
C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3
4

STATE OF NEW YORK )

5
6

SS:
COUNTY OF NEW YORK)

7
8

9
10

I, GARY MANCINO, a Shorthand Reporter and
Notary Public within and for the State of New
York, do hereby certify:
That, this meeting of the Executive Board

11
12

of Local Union 802 is a true record of

13

testimony given by such members of the board.

14

I further certify that I am not related

15

to any of the parties to this action by blood

16

or marriage, and that I am in no way interested

17

in the outcome of this matter.
I have hereunto set my hand this

18

19

day of

, 1997.

20

; /

21
22

23
24
25
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